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Be prepared when making Inquiries!  Make sure you 
know and can articulate what you’re looking for.
• Business Planning!  What could you

 and your business afford?
• Land Needs:  Acres, soils?
• Infrastructure?
• Housing?
• What kind of farming?
• Room to grow?
• Markets?

Farm Search – What do to FIRST



Farm Access Methods

Considers farmland 
access in three basic 
categories

– Ownership Now
– Ownership in the 

Future
– No Ownership



Farm Access Methods



Identifying Farm Search Priorities



New Haven 
County

North 
Branford

Near Existing 
Acreage/
Apartment

Enough space for 
my family

Garage, Space to 
park equipment, 
Land for animals

Adjoining acreage, 
paved driveway 

Identifying Farm Search Priorities



Utilizing CT Farmlink

https://ctfarmlink.org/


Utilizing CT Farmlink

https://ctfarmlink.org/


NewEnglandFarmlandFinder.org



• Farm publications
• newsletters
• Craigslist? 
• MLS? Zillow? 
• Google? Sure! 

Farmland Search Strategies 
-Other Online Resources



• Local commissions 
• Town and county departments
• State Dept. of Ag
• Land trusts, 
conservation organizations
• Real estate agents

Farmland Search Strategies 
- Offline Strategies



• Your network: 
– Other Farmers
– Suppliers
– Consultants
– Neighbors

• Farm service orgs: 
– USDA
– Extension
– Conservation Districts
– Farm Credit

Farmland Search Strategies 
- Offline Strategies



• Promote yourself!
– Make a flyer
– Put out a classified ad

• Get help!  It takes a network to find a farm

• Be patient

• Make a rough draft business plan / outline

• Figure out what you and your business can afford

• Start farming in the meantime, at whatever scale you can!

Farm Search - Be Proactive!





• Acreage
• Soils
• Infrastructure
• Housing
• Financial

Evaluating Land



Acreage: Google “My Maps”



 

Web Soil Survey



• Barns and outbuildings
– Condition?  Suitability?

• Water sources
• Utilities
• Roads
• Fencing

Evaluating: Infrastructure



• Available?  
• Appropriate?
• Condition
• Options

– Build new? Mobile?
– Adapt other structures?
– Off-site?

• Farm labor/apprentice housing

Evaluating: Housing



Financial Considerations
• Standard Financing
– Local Banks and Credit unions

• Creative Financing Options
– Farm Credit East
– Farm Service Agency
– Dirt Capital
– Carrot Project



Loan Considerations
• Financial Institutions Don’t Always Look At 

Land
– Most financial institutes look at buildings, vs. 

land unlike the ‘non-traditional’ financing 
options that take the whole farm into 
consideration.  

• Resources
– Do your homework.  What is the bank looking 

for?



Land Found!  What Next?
• Purchase?
• Written Lease if renting!
– Oral vs. Written
– Land For Good (Crafting)
– Legal Counsel (Drafting)


